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New Hope Rises for New hope that legislation in support of higher education : 
Last-Minute Action will be passed in this First Session of the 87th Congress 
on Education Bills has arisen with the introduction of two new bills sup- 


ported by tne Administration. 


H.R. 8900, introduced by Mrs. Green, of Oregon, would provide a program of optional 
loans or grants to colleges and universities for academic facilities--classrooms, 
libraries, and laboratories. The bill provides $180 million annually for one-third 
matching grants, and $120 million for loans to cover three-quarters of total costs. 

(For further details see this Bulletin, Vol. X, No. 20, May 25, 1961.) 


The other bill is H.R. 8890, introduced by Rep. Thompson, of New Jersey, which 
would extend the Title II Student Loan Program under NDEA for one year, with $90 million $ 
for that purpose. In addition, this bill would provide $325 million a year for construc- 
tion of schools in overcrowded areas, and would continue for one year the aid to schools 
in “impacted areas." 


The House Committee on Education and Labor is expected to act on these bills very 
soon. Their fate on the floor of the House and Senate will depend in large measure upon 
expressions of interest and concern that come to Senators and Representatives from their 


own states and Congressional Districts. Reports are that such expressions are not being 
received from the colleges in sufficient numbers to be impressive. 


In support of legislation regarded as vital to higher education, President Logan 
Wilson of the American Council on August 25 sent the following letter to eleven key 
leaders in the Senate and House: 


As President of the American Council on Education, representing in its membership 


145 educational organizations and 1,075 educational institutions, I am writing to ex- 
press our deep concern about the widely accepted belief that Congress may adjourn this 
year without approving either cf the two major items of legislation affecting higher 
education. We are convinced that if this happens, at least three serious results may be 
expected to follow: 


1. Many of our young men and women will be deprived of opportunities for college 
or university education which rightfully are theirs, and which are essential to the 
strength and continuing leadership of the United States. 


2. The colleges and universities, struggling to meet demands for a higher standard 
of education for greater numbers of students, will have to face a responsibility for 
which they simply do not have the reseurces. 


3. A world convinced that the future lies with the best educated peoples will i 


wonder about the vision, the wisdom, and the determination of the people of the United 
States. 


Knowing that you share our concern in this matter, I am writing to set forth the 
position of the American Council on the two major items of legislation affecting higher 
education: 


BR ARY —- Ail £4 
TERN MICH ARN Wa 
ae 


— 


3 


Higher Education Bill: By consensus in higher education, a program of Federal 
assistance in construction of academic facilities--classrooms, laboratories and 
libraries--should have a top priority. Even when all potential private, state, and 
local support is taken into account, these capital needs cannot be met by the insti- 
tutions. The American Council for several years has advocated optional Federal 
grants or loans for this purpose. We have recommended a Federal program of about 
$1 billion a year, based on a 1960 Council survey of demand among its member insti- 
tutions. While legislation now before Congress provides only $300 million annually, 
this amount with required matching funds would provide tremendous stimulus and en- 
couragement to the institutions. Postponement of action for at least another year 
will mean delay at a critical time for the nation's educational and scientific 
progress. 


Scholarships provided by the Higher Education Bill are also strongly supported 
by the Council. The loss of student talent for lack of educational opportunity, by 
reason of financial inadequacy, can no longer be afforded by this country. With 
college costs rising rapidly, the loan program under the NDEA has helped many families 
in the middle-income brackets, but qualified students at the very low income levels 
are finding the financing of college more and more difficult. 


Now that hearings have been concluded on this legislation, we urge tke Congress 
to give it early and favorable consideration. 


National Defense Education Act: There can be no question as to the substantial 
contribution the programs under the NDEA have made in the last three years to the 
improved quality of education, and the broadened opportunity for education, in the 
United States. The American Council strongly recommends extension during the First 
Session of the 87th Congress of a revised and strengthened NDEA. Careful study by 
educational organizations and by Committees of Congress over many months has resulted 
in approval of two bills by the responsible Senate and House Committees. These bills 
contain all the essential elements for a fully acceptable piece of legislation. 


It is of the greatest urgency that action be taken in this First Session not 
only to make appropriate changes in the NDEA, but also to insure that programs now 
successfully under way will suffer no loss of continuity or momentum. If action on 
a revised and expanded NDEA is finally determined by Congressional leadership to be 
impossible, the Council will support in the emergency a one-year extension of the 
existing programs. In any event, we urge that action be taken this year. Delay will 
be costly to the nation. 


We are encouraged to read in today's papers that a new effort is under way toward 
passage of educational legislation. Your personal interest and assistance will be 
greatly appreciated, and any comment or advice you may have for the American Council- 
will be most welcome. 


Committee Revises As reported in Volume X, No. 28 of this Bulletin, the House 
NSF Loyaity Bill Committee on Scierce and Astronautics held hearings in July 
to Meet Objections on H.R. 7806, which would have made significant amendments 

to the National Science Feundation Act of 1950 in respect to 
information required on affidavits filed by applicsats for scholarships or fellowships. 
The proposed revisions were so drastic that they were strongly criticized by Dr. Alan 
T. Waterman, director of the National Science Foundation. The text of this statement 
was published in the same issue of the Bulletin. 


Following the hearings, Representative Overton Brooks of Louisiana, chairman of 
the Committee, introduced a new bill, H.R. 8556, to which it is understood the 
National Science Foundation does not object, even though foundation officials believe 
that no new authority is needed to do what the bill proposes. The text of the bill 
follows: 
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That section 16 (d) of the National Science Foundation Act of 1950 is amended 


to read as follows: i 


"(d) (1) No part of any funds appropriated or otherwise made available for 
expenditure by the Foundation under authority of this Act shall be used to make 
payments under any scholarship or fellowship awarded to any individual under 
section 10, unless such individual -- 


"(A) has taken and subscribed to an oath or affirmation in 
the following form: 'I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I bear 
true faith and allegiance to the United States of America and 
will support and defend the Constitution and laws of the United 
States against all its enemies, foreign and domestic'; and 


"(B) has provided the Foundation (in the case of applications 
made on or after October 1, 1961) with a full statement regarding 
any crimes of which he has ever been convicted (other than crimes : 
committed before attaining sixteen years of age and minor traffic j 
violations for which a fine of $25 or less was imposed) and re- 
garding any criminal charges punishable by confinement of thirty 
days or more which may be pending against him at the time of his 
application for such scholarship or fellowship. 


The provisions of Section 1001 of title 18, United States Code, shall be applicable 
with respect to the oath or affirmation and statement herein required. 


"(2) (A) When any Communist organization, as defined in paragraph (5) of 
section 3 of the Subversive Activities Control Act of 1950, is registered or there 
is in effect a final order of the Subversive Activities Control Board requiring 
such organization to register, it shall be unlawful for any member of such organi- 
zation with knowledge or notice that such organization is so registered or that 
such order has become final (i) to make application for any scholarship or fellow- 
ship which is to be awarded from funds part or all of which are appropriated or 
otherwise made available for expenditure under the authority of section 10 of this 
Act, or (ii) to use or attempt to use any such award. 


"(B) Whoever violates subparagraph (A) of this paragraph shall be fined not 
1 more than $10,000, or imprisoned not more than five years, or both." 


Sec. 2. Section 10 of the National Science Foundation Act of 190 is amended 
by adding at the end thereof the following new sentence: "Nothing contained in 


ie this Act shall prohibit the Foundation from refusing or revoking a scholarship or 
fellowship award, in whole or in part, in the case of any applicant or recipient, 
if the Board is of the opinion that such award_is not in the best interests of the 
United States." 
Enrollment This Fall Enrollment in the nation's public and private schools 
Will Increase Again, from kindergarten through college, increasing for the 

- U.S. Office Predicts 17th consecutive year, will reach a new all-time high 

ps. of 49,300,000 in the 50 states and the District of 

mi Columbia in the school year 1961-62; the Office of Education has estimated. This 

t is an increase of 1,400,000 over the enrollment of 47,900,000 for the 1960-61 
school year. 

The Office of Education also estimated that 1,684,000 classroom teachers will 
be needed by the public and nonpublic elementary and secondary schools. This num- 

- ber is 3 percent greater than the 1,636,000 employed in 1960-61. 


Anticipated enrollments in public and nonpublic schools from kindergarten 
through grade 8 are estimated at 34,200,000, an increase of 400,000. In grades 9 
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through 12, the increase is expected to be 709,000 -- from 10,100,000 to 10,800,000. 


In institutions of higher education, both public and private, an enrollment in- 
crease of 300,000 -- from 4,000,000 to 4,300,000 -- is anticipated. 


Rising enrollments in kindergarten and elementary and secondary schools are due 
chiefly to increased birthrates in recent years. The birthrate has advanced in most 
years since 1945. An earlier surge in births in 1940-43 has been reflected to some © 
extent in college enrollments since 1959. Statisticians anticipate, however, that the 
first really sharp increase in college enrollments will come about 1965 when high school 
graduates born in 1945 apply for admission. From 1945 to 1947 the average annual number 
of births increased by 1 million. This is expected to result in substantial increases 
in college enrollments in the three years beginning 1965. 


As yet, the Office of Education said, steadily mounting college enrollments should 
be credited largely to the fact that there is a growing interest in attending college 
rather than to higher birthrates. 


JCEB Files Suit In an unprecedented action, the Joint Council on Educational 
for TV Channels Broadcasting, representing virtually the entire educational 

community, has filed a petition in the U. S. Court of Appeals 
in the District of Columbia against a recent ruling of the Federal Communications Com- jf 
mission, affecting the future expansion of educational television in the very high 
frequency band (VHF channels 2-13). 


The ruling complained of by the JCEB involves a decision by the FCC concerning 
Rochester, N. Y. The Council also took exception to another decision involving 
Johnstown, Pennsylvania. In each case, the FCC turned down requests for reserved non- 
commercial educational channels submitted on behalf of the Rochester (N.Y.) Area Educa- 
tional Television Association and the Pennsylvania State University, and at the same 


time the FCC proposed third commercial VHF channels for the Rochester and Johnstown 
areas. 


Dr. Boozer Leaves Howard R. Boozer has resigned from the staff of the American 
Staff of Council Council on Education in Washington to become Assistant Director} 
of the North Carolina Board of Higher Education in Raleigh, N.C§ 


He assumes his new duties effective September 1. 
Dr. Boozer, 38, since coming to the Council in 1954 has served as secretary to a 


number of committees, including the Problems and Policies Committee. He was acting 
director of the Washington International Center 1957-58. 


A graduate of Howard College, Birmingham, Ala., Dr. Boozer also holds bachelor's, 
master's, and doctor's degrees from Washington University, St. Louis. He served as an jf 
officer in the U.S. Navy 1943-46 and again 1951-54. 
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